
Airport Revenue Generation 
Quick Reference Guide

Why is it Important for Airports to Generate Revenue? 

Airports are critical assets to the state’s multimodal transportation system, providing access to the 
national and international airport network. While each airport is unique in terms of the operations 
it supports and the services it provides, each requires resources to operate (e.g. conduct regular 

What are Some Common Sources of Revenue for General Aviation 
(GA) Airports?

Examples of Aeronautical Revenue Sources 

Landing Fees
Hangar Leases

Examples of Non-Aeronautical Revenue Sources

Commercial Development 

What are Some Innovative or Less Common 
Revenue-Generating Practices?

• Advertising
•
•

•
•
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What Federal and State Guidance or Requirements Govern Revenue 
Generating Activities at Airports? 

Airport Sponsor Assurances (for federally obligated airports) 

Airports that accept federal grants must adhere to a variety of federal grant assurances. For a complete 

•
•
•
• Assurance 8, Consultation with Users
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

•

NEPA may apply. 
•

Section 163 of the FAA Reauthorization of 2018 

•

aeronautical purposes. 
•

uses could promote revenue generating opportunities for the airport and provide 
economic development for the surrounding community. 

Where Can I Learn More?

• ACRP Report 121:
• ACRP Report 176:

• ACRP Report 16:
• ACRP Synthesis 1:


